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It is reliably reported that Wang Ming-tao was arrested at his home in Peking on August 8. 
Two different letters direct from Peking confirm the fact of the arrest, and a broadside of accu- 
sations against Pastor Wang in church magazines in China during June and July furnish the back- ; 
ground for this latest action. As to whether others besides Wang Ming-tao were also arrested, | 
our information as yet is not quite clear, One report states that only Wang was arrested, but one 
of the letters from Peking states that Mrs, Wang was also arrested, and 18 young Christians of 
college and university age, - charged with resistance to the Revolution, 


It will be recalled that in our June 13 number we reported on a public accusation which : 
Pastor Wang had to undergo in September 1954. That attempt against him proved abortive, and | 
he was released and allowed to continue his work, But his enemies did not give up, and evident- | 
ly made more thorough plans for their attack against him this time. The July 31, 1955, number 
of The Church News, a church magazine published in Hankow, was filled with attacks upon Pas- 

Wang. The Rev. Thomas I. Lee, a former Lutheran missionary in central China, has received 
copy of this magazine, and it is from his translation that we are quoting. 


The first anti- Wang article is reprinted from Tien Feng, the official church weekly in 
Shanghai, combined number 24 and 25, which should be the number for the dates June 20 and 
27. It is entitled ‘‘Strengthen Unity; Recognize Realities: A Summons from the Chinese Chris- 
tian Three-self Patriotic Church.“ The name of the original writer is not given, but it was 
evidently someone who could speak authoritatively for the Three-self Movement, and so Mr, 
Lee surmises that it must have been either the editor of Tien Feng Shen Te- jung or the Chairman 


of the Movement Y. TI. Wu. 


After an introduction praising the Three-self Movement and referring to the Church Confer- 
ence held in Peking in August 1954, the writer goes on to say, ret a year after that Conference, 
there are still small groups where there are people who have not joined with our national organi- . 
zation, though the doors are still open, and we extend friendly hands, and with love and patience | 
would guide them, hoping that the day will arrive when they will come in and we will unitedly 


dwell together, 
But we were early aware that there were groups like Wang Ming-tao's, with their stubborn 
errors, In a changing time they are completely unchangeable. With this attitude they are de- 


stroying our Three-Self Patriotic Movement, The greater our victory, the greater their activity 
to destroy. In his relationship to the New China, Wang Ming-tao has no feeling for the people, 


for he has a heart of lead. 


The writer goes on to quote from Wang's Spiritual Food Quarterly as a basis for his accusa- 
tions, From the Quarterly he draws the three following points; 
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„. Mr. Wang Ming- tao has ne ver recognized the fact that the congregations founded in 


China by the sending missions with their missionaries were used by the imperialists for the in- 
yasion of China. Nor will he admit that there are imperialistic influences and elements re- s 
maining in China, He boldly declares that what is said to be imperialism is the truth of the 


word of God. 


**2, In the second place Mr. Wang Ming-tao has been unwilling to draw a clear dividing 
line between the Chinese Christians and the imperialists. But he divided the Christians into 
groups - Modernists and Fundamentalists, thus starting a fire over people's beliefs. Stirring up 
and fanning this fire, he destroys the foundations of the Three-self Patriotic Movement. 


„3. Wang Ming-tao is a boaster - stealing and using phrases such as ‘God raises up His 
servants of His own calling.’ Since he is so called, Wang Ming-tao claims to have power to 
judge those in the New Church who, he says, have fallen and are lukewarm and thus unbe lie vers. 


The writer then goes on with other accusations based upon Mr, Wang's actions, or failure to 
act. We accuse Wang Ming- tao because he resolutely refused to sign the petition for the pro- 
hibition of nuclear weapons, Again, at the time of the National Conference in Peking in 1954, 
Wang Ming-tao wrote and preached a sermon entitled ‘Selling the Son of Man with a Kiss’, in 
order to destroy the unity of the Conference. Moreover, he has never said anything in opposition 
to the imperialists, nor has he emphasized loyalty to one's country. After further denunciation 
the writer concludes, ‘Every Christian who loves his country and his church ought to positively 
enter into the accusation movement against Wang Ming-tao. 


The next article is an original article in The New Church by a writer named Hwang Yin, 
under the somewhat cryptic title If Affirmative, then Affirmation: If Negative, then Nega- 
tion. According to this writer, Wang divides the church by insisting upon such differences as 
Fundamentalism, The Social Gospel, Modernism, etc., evidently identifying himself with the 
first group, and calling all others false Christians“. He charges Wang with using the Bible as a 
fortune-telling device, arranging it to suit his own convenience or dreams. 


One peculiar accusation is connected with the rumors that were circulated in the first — 
of 1954 to the effect that Wang Ming-tao had been executed. The government, or some agency, 
tried to get him to sign a statement saying that he had not been executed, and he refused to do 
so. Most of the article consists of excited and scurrilous denunciation, 5 


The third article in The New Church blast against Wang is an account of an accusation 
meeting against him which was held in Wuhan on July 25. Bishop Chang Hai-sung (Episcopal) 
was the convenor and the first speaker against Wang. He was followed by Kk. Kk. Hsiao (English 
Methodist Church), Rev, Sha Yi (Missionary Alliance), Chiang Yueh-han (True Jesus Church), 
Wan Fu-lin (CCC), Li Shih-chun (Independent Church), Deacon Hu Chih-min (True Jesus 
Church), Peng Jen-feng (Episcopal), Wang T'ung (YMCA), Li Shu-fang (CCC), Shen Tien- jan 
(Seventh Day Adventist), Ch'en Chung-jen (Religious Tract Society), Hsia Yin-sung (CCC), 

Lin Ch'eng-fu (Episcopal), Hu Hsueh-han (Methodist), Wang Chang-ling (CCC) and others, The 
news item concludes with the words, It is hoped that these just voices will serve to alarm and 
awaken Wang Ming-tao, so that he will purge himself of all vanity, and with bowed head humb- 
ly admit that although unpleasant, these words are true words, We moreover hope that he will 
recognize his errors and with courage completely change those errors; and that he will ‘rein in 
before he comes to the precipice’, and not adhere to error, but eternally take his stand with the 


people. 


A report from another source states that denunciations by such church leaders as K. H. Ting 
(Bishop of Chekiang) and H. H. Tsui (CCC Secretary) have been published. 


Wang Ming-tao’s last sermon in his church, on August 7, the day before his arrest, was on 
the text. They in this manner betrayed jesus. 


Whether one or twenty were arrested on August 8, the persecution is not expected to stop 
there, One of the letters from Peking, written on August 9, after reporting the arrest adds these 
bold words, pe ling has other servants of the Lord and believers who are already prepared to 
meet persecution, One can believe that in other places throughout the nation there will be 19 
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and faithful followers of the Lord who will be preparing to receive this grace. 


|= 
s € (See prayer by Wang Ming-tao on page 4.) 


TIEN FENG FOR MAY 23 


A friend in Hong Kong has received a copy of Tien Feng for May 23 and has sent us a um- 
mary of two of its articles. The first is in regard to developments in the China Bible House, 
which culminated in the arrest of its Secretary, Dr. Baen Lee. It is entitled To Love the Bible, 
We Must Oppose Imperialism. The summary report states, The China Bible House with the 
help of the Three-Self Committee recently underwent an intensified study course and reached a 
higher level of ideological perception. The files of the Bible House provided some concrete 
material, Mortensen, fearing exposure of his crimes, burnt many of the files, but enough re- 
mains to show the crimes of imperialist aggression. Details of the exhibit which was prepared 
go as far back as 1925 with a letter by Carleton Lacy, at that time Secretary of the American 
Bible Society, in which he defended the Concession authorities in regard to the Nanking Road 
incident. In 1949 Mortensen sent to the US a copy of the Common Platform before it was re- 
leased for publication, and in 1950 sent reports marked Private on T. T. Wu's meetings with 
Chou En-lai, Later, probably in 1951, Baen Lee, Mortensen's appointee, writes, ‘We have 
severed connections with the US, but we can still draw money from London. It is impossible 
not to admire Mortensen's foresight in choosing such a man. The article states that the Bible 
House staff now realize that they were used“ by Imperialism. One elderly Christian burst into 
tears when he saw the Exhibition and said, To think that they would lay their bloody hands on 
our precious treasure the Bible. 


The second article comes from the unity conference held in Shanghai April 25-29, which we 
reported in our May 30 issue, and is a summary of the address given there by H. H. Tsui, Exec- 
utive Secretary of the Church of Christ in China, He began by recalling the 1948 meeting in 
Soochow of the General Assembly of the CCC, when the invited representatives of other churches 
were there as guests. Now the position is quite different. Friends from other churches would 


Church has also changed. There is no longer foreign control of administration, Those mis- 
onaries who under the cloak of religion used the Church to ‘invade’ China are no longer called 
our friends. Imperialism is our common enemy. The churches are no longer divided by denom- 
inational prejudice, but are united in opposing Imperialism and in patriotic love. In outlining 
the present tasks of the church, he stresses the importance of a thoroughgoing support of the Three- 

Self Movement. He says, There is no possible excuse for not joining the Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement. One sinister statement in his speech stands out, The government has told us that 
only the churches which support the Three-Self Movement are assured of a brilliant future. He 
goes on to say that what he calls illegal activities in the Church“ must be fought, and instances 
the cases of those who openly oppose church unity, or the independent evangelists who spread 
reaction by saying, I belong to the Kingdom of Heaven; | ubey Jesus, not Mao Tse-tung. 
Such reactionary behavior, he says, will lead to the closing of church doors, 


+ be regarded as equal to the hosts . Against a background of stupendous national change 


The slogan which was assigned to Christians to carry in May | and October | processions was 
Spread the patriotic spirit. Actively oppose imperialist aggression and fight for world peace. 


Other speeches in the same conference were made by Rev. Cheng Yung-sheng, of the Chinese 
Evangelistic Church, Miss Ch’en Hui-chen, Principal of the Bible Institute, and Miss Sha Shou- 
tz u, of the Chapei Methodist Church. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC NEWS 


On September 19 the Peking Radio announced a new program of repression against the Catho- 
lic Legion of Mary, The campaign began in Shanghai on September 8 with the arrest of Bishop 
Ignatius Kung, 23 priests, and two or three hundred laymen. The Reds conducted a widespread 
search of Catholic churches, hospitals, schools and private homes. 


The ‘Reformed Catholic Church' is now quite firmly ensconced in Peking. Bishop Alphonse 
Chung from Luan has become a progress ve, and is now resident in Peking and is able to con- 


oe" the church there, in opposition to the Vicar-General of the arch-diocese of Peking, Li Chun- 
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